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MASS SCHEDULE

WEEKDAY MASSES (Chapel of St Joseph) 
Mon – Fri : 6.30am, 6.30pm                       
Sat  : 6.30am

WEEKEND MASSES                               

Sat :  5.30pm (Sunset)                          
Sun : 7.30am (Mandarin),                              
9.30am, 11.30am and 5.30pm

CONFESSIONS                                     
15 mins before all weekend Masses in 
the Reconciliation Rooms in Church.

ADORATION ROOM                            
Mon – Fri : 8.00am to 9.00pm                          
Sat           : 9.30am to 7.00pm                      
Sun          : 8.00am to 7.00pm                
Public Holidays : 8.00am to 4.00pm   

COLUMBARIUM / ROSARY GARDEN / 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS                       
Mon – Sun : 8.00am to 8.00pm            

MEDIA CENTRE (BOOKSHOP)            
Sat : 4.30pm to 7.00pm                                 
Sun : 8.30am to 1.00pm                                    
Every 2nd Sunday : 8.30am to 1.00pm, 

   5.30pm to 7.00pm 

DEVOTIONS                                          
Holy Hour : First Friday @ 8.00pm                
in Main Church (unless otherwise stated)

Mass in Honour of St Joseph :                 
First Wednesday @ 8.00pm                                
in Main Church

Divine Mercy :                                                
Every Friday @ 8.00pm (except First Fri) 
in the Chapel of St Joseph

Garden Rosary :                                           
First Saturday after the 5.30pm Mass

Grotto Rosary : Every 13th of the month 
after 6.30pm Mass (weekdays only)

Holy Hour for Vocations :                       
Every Third Thursday of the month in 
the Chapel of St Joseph @ 8.00pm

Blessing of Expectant Mothers:                       
Every Fourth Sunday of the month
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Gate Opening Hours:

8.00am to 9.00pm

OTHER SERVICES

From the Desk of the Parish Priest

Lent

Ash Wednesday marks the start of the 40-day Lenten season, a time of 
reflection, repentance, and spiritual renewal.  

Fasting and Abstinence
Fasting and abstinence are spiritual disciplines that help cultivate love 
for God and others. 

Fasting :
Catholics between 18 and 59 years old are required to fast on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. Fasting involves eating smaller portions -  
typically two half-meals and one full meal - with no snacks in between.

Abstinence : 
Catholics aged 14 and above must abstain from meat every Friday 
throughout the year and not just during Lent. Exceptions are made 
when a Solemnity falls on a Friday or when a dispensation is granted 
(e.g., Chinese New Year). If one cannot observe abstinence, an 
alternative form of penance should be chosen.   

The Significance of Ashes
The use of ashes has ancient roots, symbolizing mourning, mortality, 
and penance in the Old Testament. The ashes used on Ash Wednesday 
come from burning the blessed palms from the previous year's Palm 
Sunday celebration. 

When the priest or minister marks the forehead with ashes, they say 
either : "Remember that you are dust and unto dust you shall return" or 
"Repent and believe in the Gospel." 

The tradition connects the beginning of Lent with the approach of Holy 
Week and Easter.  

The Three Pillars of Lent
Lent is built on three pillars:
1. Prayer: Deepening our relationship with God through prayer and 
devotion.
2. Fasting: Practicing self-denial and detachment from worldly desires.
3. Almsgiving: Showing compassion and kindness to others through acts 
of charity.

Conclusion
May our observance of this Lenten season prepare us for the joyful 
celebration of Easter.  Have a spirit-filled and meaningful Lent.



Our 180th Anniversary (2026) Series – “St Joseph: Model of All Who Work”                                                    
Article 4

Cemetery and Chapel of the Resurrection

St Joseph’s Church in Bukit Timah (SJCBT) had a 
cemetery behind the church for about 130 years 
from the 1850s to 1980s. This cemetery had been 
home for early departed parishioners and priests 
from Missions Estrangeres de Paris (MEP).

Our cemetery had ten tombstones of MEP priests 
who had died in Singapore. Three tombstones were 
for MEP priests who were parish priests of SJCBT: Fr 
Anatole Mauduit (1817-1858), who built our Kranji 
chapel in 1846 and Bukit Timah church in 1853; Fr  
Elisee Delouette (1848-1897), who served SJCBT 
from 1872-1876; and Fr Jean-Marie Belliot (1848-
1934), who led SJCBT from 1878-1934.

Five tombstones were for MEP missionaries who had  
died in Singapore: Fr Joseph Alibert (1835-1868), a 
missionary in Hainan; Fr Claude Tisserand (1809-
1870), Rector of the College General regional 
seminary in Penang; Fr Gustave Derenne (1841-
1870), a missionary in Cochin-China; Fr Alexandre 
Blanchet (1870-1896), who died while en route to 
Kwangtung; and Fr Christophe Mazery (1840-1900), 
who served at the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception in Penang and Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart Church in Taiping.

Two tombstones were for MEP missionaries who 
died in the 1970s: Monsignor Michel Olcomendy 
(1901-1977), who was Archbishop of Malacca in 
1953 and then of Singapore in 1972; and Fr Rene 
Girard (1903-1978), who held various positions in 
Malaya and Singapore, including as Personal 
Secretary to Archbishop Michel Olcomendy. 

Fr Mauduit was initially buried in the nave of the 
church, but his remains were shifted several times: 
First to the cemetery in 1962 during the second 
phase of construction of the main body of the new 
church and later to the Chapel of the Resurrection in 
1996. Fr Mauduit’s gravestone was then restored 
and placed in the Rosary Garden in 2016. 

The remains of the MEP priests buried in the 
cemetery were exhumed and their ashes placed in 
SJCBT’s Chapel of the Resurrection. The remains of 
Archbishop Olcomendy were interred at the 
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd.

The transition from cemetery to Chapel of the 
Resurrection was a difficult period for our parish. 
As part of Singapore’s growth  development, the 
old cemetery had closed for burials in 1984 and 
became State Land in 1987. The government also 
acquired the front portion of the church in 1988 for 
drainage and road widening. 

In 1990, the parish tried unsuccessfully to buy back 
the lost cemetery land and build a Memorial 
Garden-cum-Columbarium. After a few years, the 
parish obtained approval to complete the Chapel of 
the Resurrection and columbarium niches on our 
own land behind the church in 1995, with official 
opening and blessing by Archbishop Gregory Yong. 
The cost of building the Chapel of the Resurrection 
had doubled to $570,000. In addition, the parish 
had to re-purchase part of the cemetery land for 
parking spaces for the Chapel of the Resurrection. 

The Chapel of the Resurrection was expanded with 
a parlour and four new blocks of niches in 2016, 
providing nearly 1800 niches in total. The parlour is 
fully air-conditioned with a seating capacity for 
100-120 people and plenty of parking spaces. All 
the blocks for the niches are named after Apostles.

When you visit the Chapel of the Resurrection to 
pay respects to ancestors and loved ones, do also 
pray for the departed interred at the St John Block. 
There, you will see the niches of local parish priest 
Fr Simon Yim (who served SJCBT between 1977-
1985 and died on 6 September 2002 aged 81); the 
Gabrielite Brothers (who taught in our schools and 
helped our parish in various ways); and the MEP 
priests (who left the comforts of home in France to 
spread the Catholic faith in Singapore and the 
region). Say also a prayer for other MEP and local 
priests who were buried or interred elsewhere in 
Singapore and overseas. Thank God for giving our 
parish a modern resting place for departed souls.
     
     By Peter Ling

The tombstone of Fr 
Anatole Mauduit in the 
Rosary Garden. His 
niche is in the St John 
Block of the Chapel of 
the Resurrection.



LENTEN PREPARATIONS

Ash Wednesday Mass Timings (Wed 05 Mar)

Fridays in Lent (Stations of the Cross)

Divine Mercy Way of the Cross (Thursdays)



LENTEN PREPARATIONS

The Way of the Cross with St Joseph 

The Priests of the Parish are 
presenting every family with a copy 
of the book, The Way of the Cross 
with St Joseph: A Virtues-based 
Personal Devotion for Healing and 
Reconciliation, to aid your prayer 
during this special year.  You can 
collect your copy after all Masses 
on 01 – 02 March.  

What is the book about?
The book offers the reader a fresh 
perspective of the Way of the Cross 
by considering St Joseph’s life and 
influence on the child Jesus 
alongside that of Jesus’s final 
journey. Adopting a virtues-based 
approach, it considers the practical 
aspects of Christian living and 
advocates for the restoration of 
relationships with self, others and 
God. These virtues are summarised 
on pages 144 and 145. 

Let us deepen our insights into St 
Joseph’s life, and through him grasp 
the hope which Jesus offers.

How is the book relevant?
In calling for Jubilee 2025 with the theme “Pilgrims of Hope”, 
Pope Francis writes: “We must fan the flame of hope that has 
been given us and help everyone to gain new strength and 
certainty by looking to the future with an open spirit, a trusting 
heart and far-sighted vision.” Given St Joseph’s faithfulness 
despite being confronted with ample challenges as the foster-
father of Jesus, he exemplifies what it means to be a pilgrim of 
hope. He is a model of the open spirit, trusting heart and far-
sighted vision that the Holy Father speaks of.

The Way of the Cross with St Joseph 



RECRUITMENT

Service to the Community

Every weekend when you come for 
Masses, there are many teams 
working backstage to ensure that our 
Masses run smoothly and our 
communications are executed with 
precision.  If you would like to play a 
part in serving our Masses, these are 
the Ministries / Service Teams that 
are in need of more members.  

(1) Audio Visual Aids – to assist with 
preparing and projecting slides for 
Masses;
(2) Choirs – looking for new members
(3) Hospitality – see ad above
(4) Parish Emergency Preparedness 
Team (PEPT)
(5) Media Team – see ad
(6) SAHOP – see ad

You can approach any of the 
members to indicate your interest; or 
register yourselves at the Welcome 
Desk.  



AROUND THE PARISH

This Lent, join the Youth Faith & Bible Reflections community as we explore life, faith and purpose. 
Register at: tinyurl.com/YFABLent25

What’s on your Mind?  (Starting 02 Mar @ 2 pm)

Assisi Fun Day : Ticket Sales (01 – 02 Mar)



AROUND THE PARISH

Solemnity of St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Wed 19 Mar0

Please note that the evening Mass will be held in the Main Church.  

Journey through Lent by reflecting on the Passion and Death of Jesus with a video series on the Sorrowful 
Mysteries. 7 sessions face-to-face and online via Zoom. Please register for the online sessions at 
tinyurl.com/FABLent25

Mysteries of the Rosary (Tue 04 Mar in person OR Tue 04 Mar via Zoom)



AROUND THE PARISH

Prayer thru Music (Fri 21 Mar @ 8 pm)

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

2025 Archdiocesan Assembly (01 Mar)



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Love Without Limits (7 – 9 Mar)

Building Trust (8 Mar)

In order to draw closer to us and give us a more convincing proof of his love, eternal Wisdom went so far as 
to become one like us, even to become a little child, to embrace poverty and to die upon a cross for us. Will 
you let Jesus, friend of sinners, come to you and love you just as you are?

Register at: https://www.montfortcentre.org/events-1/love-without-limits

Through conversations and interactive group activities, participants will develop a shared understanding 
of trust and take personal responsibility for how they can develop deeper levels of trust at an inter-
personal and group level.



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

SACCRE (15 Mar @ 12 nn) 

Take some time out with the Lord 
as He invites you to "come away by 
yourselves to a deserted place and 
rest a while.”  [Mark 6:31]

This is a 3-day silent retreat 
suitable for beginners and busy 
people. 

Register early using QR code.

Quieting The Soul (7 – 9 Mar) 



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Beginning Experience (21 – 23 Mar)

CJC 50th Anniversary (Sat 15 Mar)

Come and experience a weekend away for a lifetime of change. The 68th Beginning Experience (BE) 
Weekend is a live-in weekend for the permanently separated, divorced or widowed (for both males and 
females). The BE Weekend helps single-again individuals move on from the darkness of their grief into 
the light of a new beginning, to be healed and be free to love themselves, others and God.



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Creating Safe Spaces (22 – 23 Mar)

This two-day workshop seminar introduces Safeguarding as Charism and Spirituality, starting with its 
theological and spiritual foundation. Abuse and all its forms will be defined. The dynamics of victimization 
and offending will also be explored. This workshop is highly recommended to all holding leadership 
positions in the Church.

As Pope Francis insists, “We are a sign that the ministry of safeguarding belongs to all of us as it is part of 
the Church's ministry, indeed of evangelization itself,” and without safe spaces and interior freedom from 
the heart, our Church will never be safe where the Gospel is freely proclaimed.

His Seven Last Words on the Cross (Fri 28 Mar)



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Choice Weekend (29 – 31 Mar)

There will be daily input sessions, spiritual direction, Sacraments and Liturgies from Maundy Thursday to 
Easter Sunday. Due to limited rooms, early registration is recommended.

Paschal Triduum : Holy Week Retreat (17 – 20 Apr)



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Mission to Bogor (30 Apr – 4 May)



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

From Shifting Sand to Solid Ground (17 – 18 May)

Marriage Preparation Courses

The retreat will evoke significant questions during this life transition: Who am I? How have my 
relationships impacted me? How would I like to live meaningfully and fruitfully? While the approach to 
this retreat is psycho-spiritual, the call at this life stage is essentially to undertake a spiritual journey 
towards a more intimate relationship with self, others and God.



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

CBN Counselling
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