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MASS SCHEDULE

WEEKDAY MASSES (Chapel of St Joseph) 
Mon – Fri : 6.30am, 6.30pm                       
Sat  : 6.30am

WEEKEND MASSES                               

Sat :  5.30pm (Sunset)                          
Sun : 7.30am (Mandarin),                              
9.30am, 11.30am and 5.30pm

CONFESSIONS                                     
15 mins before all weekend Masses in 
the Reconciliation Rooms in Church.

ADORATION ROOM                            
Mon – Fri : 8.00am to 9.00pm                          
Sat           : 9.30am to 7.00pm                      
Sun          : 8.00am to 7.00pm                
Public Holidays : 8.00am to 4.00pm   

COLUMBARIUM / ROSARY GARDEN / 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS                       
Mon – Sun : 8.00am to 8.00pm            

MEDIA CENTRE (BOOKSHOP)            
Sat : 4.30pm to 7.00pm                                 
Sun : 8.30am to 1.00pm                                    
Every 2nd Sunday : 8.30am to 1.00pm, 

   5.30pm to 7.00pm 

DEVOTIONS                                          
Holy Hour : First Friday @ 8.00pm                
in Main Church (unless otherwise stated)

Mass in Honour of St Joseph :                 
First Wednesday @ 8.00pm                                
in Main Church

Divine Mercy :                                                
Every Friday @ 8.00pm (except First Fri) 
in the Chapel of St Joseph

Garden Rosary :                                           
First Saturday after the 5.30pm Mass

Grotto Rosary : Every 13th of the month 
after 6.30pm Mass (weekdays only)

Holy Hour for Vocations :                       
Every Third Thursday of the month in 
the Chapel of St Joseph @ 8.00pm

Blessing of Expectant Mothers:                       
Every Fourth Sunday of the month

Weekly Parish Bulletin  ⚫ 05 Jan 2025 ⚫ Epiphany (Year C)

Gate Opening Hours:

8.00am to 9.00pm

OTHER SERVICES

From the Desk of the Parish Priest

Jubilee Year 2025 – Pilgrims of Hope

On 5 Jan, the Church celebrates the 
Feast of the Epiphany, the biblical 
event where the Magi, also called the 
Three Wise Men or Three Kings, 
travelled from the East to pay homage 
to the newborn King, Jesus Christ. 
The Magi's coming to Jerusalem 
acknowledges the good news of 
salvation through the Incarnation. 
They sought the messianic light of the 
star of David, the one who will be king 
of the nations.

The Epiphany of the Lord

The Magi bring with them gold, incense and myrrh.  The offer of gold 
is to proclaim Christ’s Kingship, incense is to adore His Godhead, and 
myrrh is to acknowledge His mortality.  
Let us also come in humble adoration to worship our newborn King.  
Hallelujah!

Description of Jubilee Logo

The logo for Jubilee Year 2025 shows four 
united embracing figures representing the 
four corners of the earth. At the front is the 
Cross, the sign of faith and the source of 
hope. Under the four figures are waves 
symbolising the difficult challenges we 
encounter. Below the Cross is an anchor, a 
symbol of hope. Hope steadies us when life is 
rocky and uncertain.

Jubilee 2025

In 2025, the Church celebrates the Jubilee Year of Hope. The 
theme “Pilgrims of Hope”, was inspired by Romans 5:5 – “Hope does 
not disappoint”. In his papal bull announcing the Jubilee, Pope Francis 
shares his hopes that the Jubilee will “be a moment of genuine, 
personal encounter with the Lord Jesus, the “door” (cf. Jn 10:7.9) of 
our salvation, whom the Church is charged to proclaim always, 
everywhere and to all as “our hope” (1 Tim 1:1).”

https://ref.ly/Rom%205.5;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/John%2010.7;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Jn%2010.9;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1%20Tim%201.1;rsvce?t=biblia


Our 180th Anniversary (2026) Series – “St Joseph: Model of All Who Work”                                                    
Article 2

Tough early environment

Missions Étrangères de Paris (MEP) and St Joseph’s 
Church in Kranji and Bukit Timah (SJCBT) faced many 
challenges in their early history in Singapore.

MEP evangelised in an era of the Protestant Dutch, 
the Anglican British and regional Catholic missions. 
When MEP claimed jurisdiction to represent the 
Catholic Church in Singapore in 1832, the Portuguese 
Mission objected. A Spanish priest from Goa also 
claimed jurisdiction. The Portuguese and the French 
Catholic missions argued their cases for a few years 
through newspaper letters until a papal decree re-
confirmed that the MEP Apostolate Vicar of Siam had 
jurisdiction over Singapore. The Portuguese Mission 
then  started St Joseph’s Church in Victoria St in 1853.

Mission life was always tough for our parish founder 
Fr Anatole Mauduit. Chinese secret societies, losing 
revenue from memberships, opium, prostitution and 
gambling when workers became Catholics, killed a 
Chinese Christian and burnt his plantation in 1849. 
When Fr Mauduit was in Paris seeking medical 
treatment in 1851, anti-Catholic riots started in many 
parts of the island with secret societies pillaging 
Chinese Christian plantations and killing many 
Catholics. Fr Marie-Francois Issaly, who managed the 
parish in Fr Mauduit’s absence, escaped the riots 
when he attended to a sick woman elsewhere and 
safely returned to town by boat.

Fr Mauduit’s health suffered from rural hardships over 
the years. He often sacrificed his own meagre rice 
portion for his poor parishioners. When he vomited 
several times on Wednesday of Holy Week in 1858, Fr 
Jean-Marie Beurel from the MEP Mission gave him the 
Last Rites. Fr Mauduit died on Holy Thursday 1 April 
1858 at the age of 41. He was buried in SJCBT on 
Good Friday. 

Chinese migrants in the jungle always lived in fear of 
snakes and tigers. Fr Augustin Perie once killed a cobra 
with his gun and a huge python with both his gun and 
a stick! With tigers killing people almost daily, the 
Chief of Police wanted to use a dead coolie as bait to 
capture a tiger, whose skin was worth one hundred 
dollars, but Fr Perie defied the order and had 
parishioners bring the corpse to the church for a 
funeral vigil. In 1862, Fr Perie also faced threats from

the secret societies, who tried to poison him and 
placed a $1000 reward for anyone who killed him! 
When typhoid fever hit around 1862 and the 
infected Fr Perie could not get more medical 
assistance to treat parishioners, his Portuguese 
friend working in The Singapore Gazette wrote an 
article on ‘The plague at Bukit Timah’. This 
resulted in the Governor sending doctors and 
medical supplies to stop the disease.

The harsh conditions in the 19th century also 
affected the health of the few MEP priests who 
were overstretched. Fr Beurel, who was deeply 
involved in the churches and schools, including 
the dispute with the Portuguese Mission, had a 
stroke in 1868 and died in Paris in 1872 at the age 
of 59. Fr Marie-Francois Issaly assisted Fr Beurel 
to manage the Chinese Christians; was Chaplain at 
the General Hospital; supported Fr Mauduit 
between 1847-1853; was parish priest of SJCBT 
over two terms while also looking after the 
Aukang parish; helped Fr Pierre Paris to build the 
Church of Saints Peter & Paul in 1870; and died 
aged 51 while seeking medical treatment in Hong 
Kong in 1874. Fr Pierre Paris looked after parishes 
in Bukit Timah and Aukang; served prisoners in 
the Bras Basah jail, which had beriberi outbreaks; 
and died in Singapore in 1883 at the age of 61.

Fr Jean-Marie Belliot faced various problems in his 
60 years as a missionary. In 1888, he survived four 
gunshots to his chest and knife wounds to his 
limbs when he confronted ten thieves in his parish 
house. Known as the ‘Sharpshooter Priest’, he 
once sent a message to a gangland leader not to 
mess with him by shooting down a coconut from 
a tree with a single gunshot! His health declined 
from 1917 and he died in 1934 aged 86.

By God’s grace and St Joseph’s protection, our 
parish survived the tough early environment.
     
     By Peter Ling

Fr Jean-Marie Belliot, 
the ‘Sharpshooter Priest’

Fr Augustin Perie, a 
threat to secret societies.



AROUND THE PARISH

Couplets for Chinese New Year (Sun 12 Jan)  

Holy Hour for Vocations (Thu 16 Jan 2025 @ 8 pm)

To usher in the Chinese New Year, Miss Anne Choy Ping, a graduate student in 
international calligraphy, will be demonstrating her art by preparing couplets and 
bookmarks for parishioners.  Do come by the St Joachim Road to pick up one of her 
couplets and share in the festive spirit!

Date : Sun 12 Jan
Time : After 7.30 am Mass
Venue : St Joachim’s Room

Divine Mercy Anniversary (Fri 17 Jan 2025) 

The Divine Mercy chaplet will be prayed at 7.00 pm.
 Please note that there will be no 6.30 pm Mass in the Chapel of St Joseph. 



AROUND THE PARISH

Thriving Families Thriving Children (Sat 18 Jan@ 3.45 pm)

Join Patricia Tan in her Art & Faith series as she shares her insights on the paintings 
depicting the Nativity.  



AROUND THE PARISH

Prayer thru Music (Fri 24 Jan @ 8 pm)

Pongal Celebration (Sat 25 Jan from 7 pm)



AROUND THE PARISH

Chinese New Year Mass Timings

Commencement of Catechism for 2025

Scripture Series : The Book of Judith (Commencing Thu 6 Feb) 



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

The Fruits of Meditation (Wed 15 Jan 2025)

Encounter (Sat 18 Jan 2025)

The Overseas Humanitarian Foundation Course is a face-to-face learning experience that allows 
participants to explore their lives’ faith journeys and answer the call to be living missionary disciples. 
The course features speakers like Fr. David Garcia, O.P., Khoo Peng Beng, and Christopher Chan. It will be 
held on 18th January 2025, from 9am to 4pm at Church of Divine Mercy.



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

FRIENDSGIVING: Praying Our Friendships (21 – 23 Feb)

Friendship is a sacrament of God’s love 
and a gift. In this uniquely crafted 
retreat, you are to bring a friend (could 
be a family member, a colleague, etc) 
and celebrate this gift together. You 
will also discover how Jesus continues 
to draw you into a deeper friendship 
with Him. 

Register early using QR code

Quieting The Soul (7 – 9 Mar) 

Take some time out with the Lord 
as He invites you to "come away by 
yourselves to a deserted place and 
rest a while.”  [Mark 6:31]

This is a 3-day silent retreat suitable 
for beginners and busy people. 

Register early using QR code.



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

CBN Counselling
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