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A Tribute to Fr Edmund Chong.

Thank You Father Edmund

Speech by Dominic Soh, Chairman,

PPC-Exco at the Silver Sacerdotal Jubilee Dinner
of Fr Edmund Chong on 9 May at the Hilltop
Garden Restaurant, Civil Service Club, Bukit
Batok.

“When Richard Lee (organizer of the dinner) told
me that I am to deliver the speech for tonight, the
first thought that came to mind was that this is
going to be tough as it is always difficult to try
and sum up the contributions of a person over
twenty five years especially of a person of Fr
Edmund’s caliber as this is a long period and
there would be so much to say. Like many of us,
I prayed for a direction and the picture I saw was
his name “Edmund”. Immediately, from the
letters in the name, pop up some of the many
qualities that I see in Fr Edmund, and since, it is
only six letters, I know I wouldn’t be risking a
long speech and have brickbats thrown at me, so
it will short and sweet.

Fr Edmund was first posted to this parish as
Assistant Parish Priest on 15 October 2003. He
subsequently assumed the appointment of Parish
Priest in 2007. In total, Fr Edmund has been with
us for a period of thirteen and a half years. We
can at present, therefore, claim that that we had
the privilege of him being with us for more than
half of his priesthood thus far and I am confident
that many years from now, Fr Edmund will also
be telling everyone that this is his longest posting
to any parish. In his time with us, Fr Edmund has
pastored conscientiously, seeing to the upgrading
of the main church, which was transformed from
an old, warm and neglected building to a
beautiful sacred place for divine worship;
attendance at masses have increased significantly
ever since. The building of our Rosary Garden of
which we believe is the first in this diocese
especially in terms of its size. And ongoing now,
the upgrading of our Community Hall, where we
will all be looking forward to a new Chapel by the
end of this year. Many have also benefited from
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his homilies that have always been profound,
thought provoking and meaningful to our lives.
Not forgetting the numerous talks and counseling
sessions that he has provided to many, often
cheering everyone up if not by his jokes, then it

Continue on page 2.

Top: A souvenir plaque was presented to Fr Chong at
the dinner with words inscribed,
“Rev Fr. Edmund Chong
Our Beloved Shepherd
2003 - 2017

St Joseph Church
Bukit Timah.”

@

Top left to right: Fr Peter Zhang, Fr Edmund
Chong and Fr Christopher Lee.

Foreword

We are grateful to Fr Edmund Chong for
his contributions to St Joseph Church and
may the Good Lord continue to shower
him with the gifts that will enable him to
shepherd His flock at the Church of the
Holy Trinity.

Together with recently appointed
Assistant Parish Priest Fr Peter Zhang, we
are looking forward to be working hand in
hand with ministry members and
parishioners to make St Joseph Church a
more vibrant, dynamic and inclusive
community - one that is aware of the
traditions of the Church and parish’s
heritage and one that is pleasing in the eyes
of God.

Monthly Eucharistic Adoration will be held
on the first Friday of each month begining
in July. Let us come together to be closer to
Jesus and allow Him to be closer to us and
guide us through the trials and trivialations
of our daily lives.

Fr Christopher Lee
Parish Priest.
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A Tribute to Fr Edmund Chong.

Continued from page 1.

would be by his laughter before the punchline. I
will move on now to talk about some of the
qualities of the man who is the reason for our
celebration tonight.

The first letter “E” is easy because all priests are
extraordinary persons and that applies of course
to Fr Chong too. Priests are extraordinary as they
are firstly called and chosen by God. They
willingly offer and devote their entire life to
God, a sacrifice not easy for the ordinary people
like you and me. Fr Chong is also special for the
Spiritual acumen that he possesses. A gift that
enables him to sense, understand and can
appreciate the Spiritual realm more intimately.

“D” is for docile. He is definitely dutiful and obe-
dient to God, a likable person who is
accommodating. He is meek for the beatitudes
states that these shall have the earth as
inheritance. For those who don’t know, Fr Chong
journals a lot. He is thoroughly observant and
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he reflects deeply and much of his thoughts are
recorded in his journal of which he has kept

for many years. If you had wondered where Fr
Chong draws some of his most interesting stories
of his experiences, yes, they are from his journal.
He considers many issues carefully and knows
the right thing to do. His permissive nature makes
you feel comfortable, as though you have him
wrapped around your fingers, but in actuality, he
has a good grip of the situation.

“M” is for Mother Mary. Many may have the
impression that Fr Chong does not support
devotional activities. That perhaps is a
misperception. Fr Edmund prays the Rosary and
also the Divine Mercy chaplet often. If you have
been on the pilgrimages he leads, you would have
noticed that he always makes it a point to visit
Marian sites and he makes his devotions
faithfully. Mother Mary is the only woman in his
life. Fr Chong also prays often and over many
matters, always seeking the guidance of the Holy
Spirit and flowing with the Spirit all the time.

“U” is for understanding. Fr Chong is
sympathetic and kind, he is a good listener, and
definitely, tolerant and forgiving. That is why at
times, he tells me, “My challenge is that when
someone talks to me and makes a request, I find
it difficult to reject them.” He is a compassionate
person who is discerning and wise.

“N” is for Nothing. What you may not have heard
often is Fr Chong’s expression, “I am nothing.”

It is an illustration of his humility. What we
would often hear is the statement, “I am not good
enough to be a parish priest.” Again said in
humility. Fr Chong, after all these years,
parishioners at St Joseph Church (Bukit Timah)
are certain of one thing, “You are definitely much
more than just good enough as a Parish Priest and
we will miss your inspiring pastorship.”

“D” is for Devotion to God. This is obvious and
I shall not belabour the point. What you see is

what you get, a man who is totally and
completely devoted to the Lord, an instrument of
God'’s grace and joy, living fully to the call of his
vocation.

I shall end this speech to share what I found when
I search the meaning of the name “Edmund.”
Curious as I am to know why [ was led to use
the name “Edmund”, I looked up and found

out that “Edmund” means Protector, Riches and
Prosperity. It quickly dawn upon me that in all
these years, Fr Edmund has taught us through
his example that we need to be Protectors of the
Word, we need to recognize and live the richness
of God’s Word, and that Prosperity in our lives
can only come when we live our life according to
the Word of God.

On behalf of Fr Chris and Fr Peter, the PPC Ex-Co
and parishioners of St Joseph’s Church, I take this
opportunity to thank Fr Edmund Chong for his
care, guidance, patience and hardwork. We wish
you happiness, and many more blessed and
wonderful years ahead.”

Bhe ﬁol} Father Francis
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Top: A framed certificate from the Pope was presented
to Fr Chong at the dinner.

Continue on page 3.

Top: Fr Edmund Chong with family members at his Silver Sacerdotal Jubilee Dinner.
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A Tribute to Fr Edmund Chong.

Continued from page 2.

Top left to right: Katherine Seet, Fr Edmund Chong,
Richard Lee (event organizer) and Dominic Soh (PPC
Ex-Co Chairman).

Top: Fr Cary Chan (in white) who celebrated his 25
Sacerdotal Anniversary was invited to stage by Fr

Chong for the cutting of the cake while Fr Chris (in Top: Fr Chong being presented with a framed
blue) looks on. certificate for his 25 Sacerdotal Anniversary by a
friend from overseas, Fr K. Arul.

Top: Fr Chong posing with Master of Ceremony
Trevor (with hat) and the entertainers from our parish.

Extreme left: Concelebrated Mass of Fr Edmund
Chong at 6pm on 9 May.

Left: A young artist presented a painting depicting Fr
Chong’s service to the parish.

Below: Photo montage at the dinner.
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Emergency and Fire Drill

An Emergency and Fire Drill was conducted by
members from the Hospitality Ministry
(Wardens) on 29 April. Key members serving at
each mass were briefed on evacuation
procedures, first aid, usage of the wheelchair and
a hands on experience in using the fire
extinguisher.

@
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Top: PPC Ex-Co Chairman Dominic Soh (in white)
welcoming guests to the event.

Top: Members from the Sunday 5.30pm Evening
Mass Choir providing entertainment at the event.

#
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Top: PBG members dishing out food for the guests.
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Top: Fr Peter Zhang chatting with a PBG member.

“Shared Easter Joy” with our Migrant
Community

The Parish Befrienders Group (PBG) organized
the event on 30 April that brought migrant
workers, guest workers, expatriates and members
from other ministries together as a family.

Games, quiz and a lucky draw were highlights of
the event with attractive prizes given away.

Top: Lourdes Joseph (in
blue), one of several
representatives of the
various parish
committees in
attendence was invited
to conduct a lucky draw
and to give away prizes.

Left: Guests and
parishioners in
attendance were invited
for a group photo with
PBG members.
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Welcome to the Family

B,

Thirty-five elects and two candidates were received into the Church through the Sacraments of Baptism, Holy Communion and Confirmation through the RCIA (English)
programme at the Easter Vigil, on 15 April (pictured on top left). Eight elects and 1 candidate were received into the Church via the RCIA (Chinese) programme at the 7.15am
Mandarin Mass on Easter Sunday 16 April (pictured on top right).

The Great St Jo

Top: Some of the Wardens on traffic duty at the main
entrance.

i 2N

Top: “Cheers!” Fr Bartholomew assisting at the Top: The middle of the tentage is the sitting area at the  Top: Some of the many youths from the Kanektas
Chinese RCIA food stall. food and fun fair for this year due to ongoing renova- Youth Ministry manning their food stall.

tion works at the community hall.

Top: Games stalls located at the Kindergarten grounds due to ongoing renovation works at the Parish Top: Visitor priest Fr Lionel Thomas at the procession.
Community Hall. Top Right: Children amusing themselves at the “Bouncing Castle” station.
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Feast of Corpus Christi.

CORPUS CHRISTI

What is the precise significance of today’s
solemnity, of the Body and Blood of Christ? The
answer is given to us in the fundamental actions
of this celebration we are carrying out: first of

all we gather around the altar of the Lord, to be
together in his presence; secondly, there will be
the procession, that is walking with the Lord: and
lastly, kneeling before the Lord, adoration, which
already begins in the Mass and accompanies

the entire procession but culminates in the final
moment of the Eucharistic Blessing when we all
prostrate ourselves before the One who stooped
down to us and gave his life for us...

Corpus Christi reminds us first of all of this: that
being Christian means coming together from all
parts of the world to be in the Presence of the one
Lord and to become one with him and in him...

With the gift of himself in the Eucharist the Lord
Jesus sets us free from our “paralysis”. He helps
us up and enables us to proceed, that is, he makes
us take a step ahead and then another step, and

thus sets us going with the power of the Bread of
Life....

The Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, Eucharistic Adoration and

Procession on the Feast of Corpus
Christi

On 17 June, the Solemnity of Corpus
Christi saw the return of the exposition
and adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament at 5pm in the church.

Procession proceeded indoors owing
to heavy downpour. The Holy Rosary
was recited during the procession that
took place after the 5.30pm Evening
Mass.

Top: Due to heavy rain the procession with the Blessed
Sacrament could not proceed outdoors. Therefore, it
was re routed indoors.
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The Corpus Christi procession teaches us that
the Eucharist seeks to free us from every kind of
despondency and discouragement, wants to raise
us, so that we can set out on the journey with the
strength God gives us through Jesus Christ....

Each one can find his own way if he encounters
the one who is the Word and the Bread of Life,
and lets himself be guided by his friendly
presence. Without the God-with-us, the God who
is close, how can we stand up to the pilgrimage
through life, either on our own or as society and
the family of peoples? The Eucharist is the
Sacrament the God who does not leave us alone
on the journey but stays at our side and shows us
the way...

God created us free but he did not leave us alone:
he made himself the “way” and to take it....

Adoring the God of Jesus Christ, who out of love
made himself bread broken, is the most effective
and radical remedy against the idolatry of the past
and of the present. Kneeling before the Eucharist
is a profession of freedom: those who bow to Jesus
cannot and must not prostrate themselves before
any earthly authority, however powerful...

We prostrate ourselves before a God who first
bent over man like the Good Samaritan to assist
him and restore his life, and who knelt before

us to wash our dirty feet. Adoring the Body of
Christ means believing that there, in the piece of
Bread, Christ is really there, and gives true sense
to life, to the immense universe as to the smallest
creature, to the whole of human history as to the
most brief existence. Adoration is prayer that
prolongs the celebration and Eucharistic
Communion and in which the soul continues to
be nourished: it is nourished with love, truth,
peace; it is nourished with hope because the One
before whom we prostrate ourselves does not
judge us, does not crush us, but liberates and
transforms us.

This is why gathering, walking, and adoring
together fills us with joy.

POPE BENEDICT XVI
The Magnificat,
June 2017 edition

His Holiness Benedict XVI was Pope from 2005 to
2013.

Top and below: Ninety children received the Sacrament
of the Holy Eucharist on Corpus Christi Sunday at the
11am Mass.

Top: Children who participated at the procession with
the Blessed Sacrament.
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St. Joseph’s Church {BT} Chinese

Choir 30th Anniversary
Unchanging Love of the Lord in Changing Times

This year we celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the

St. Joseph's Church Chinese Choir, one of the earliest
established choirs of this parish. When asked how I
feel now that the Chinese Choir is celebrating its 30th
Anniversary, I usually will get an “auto-reply” from
the person asking almost immediately. “It’s not easy,
right?...” Is this really the case? Indeed, from the start
of this ministry till today, the Chinese Choir, like

any other groups and ministries, is challenged all the
time. However, just like a growing child, the frequent
falls and hurts will only make him stronger and more
prepared for future challenges. It becomes less pain-
ful especially when the parents are there to nurse the
wounds and provide their love and support. Such is
the love and compassion of our Lord through these
years as we journey with Him. The road may have its
ups and downs, but in God’s companionship, we can
only feel His holy comfort, happiness and fullness...

1987 was the year that Mr Peter Chin invited Mr Luke
Tan to help lead the Chinese Choir. With a humble
beginning, the choir started by gathering volunteers
from various Chinese groups in the parish. Although
the group started off with little knowledge and expe-
rience in choir formation and techniques, it continued
to grow under the guidance of our Lord, overcoming
many difficulties and setbacks. With the grace of God,
the choir has grown spiritually through offering their
voices in the then fortnightly and the now weekly
7.30am Mandarin Mass.

By the work of the Holy Spirit, the choir is continuous-
ly rejuvenated with new members. Firstly with
Thomas and his sister, Michelle, to the children who
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grew up with the choir, the group has been
continuously blessed with vibrancy from these young
people. Today, the choir consists of members from all
four generations, sharing one common goal, and that
is to use our voices and music as instruments to praise
God and proclaim His Greatness!

The choir also regularly enjoys good fellowship such
as overseas tours and pilgrimages, retreats, excursions
and gatherings... Through these fellowships, not only
does the choir grow in love and camaraderie in Christ,
the relationship with the Lord is also strengthened.
During the Christmas season, the choir will always be
on a mission to spread the Christmas cheers through
caroling and plays.

Bearing the passion to serve, the choir gathers to sing
with joy during Mass and in short practices just before
and after the Mass. Regardless of age, we welcome all
who share the same passion, no matter young or old, to
join us in one voice for God!

In Christ,
Thomas Teh
28th May 2017

For more information contact: Thomas Teh @ 97536302 or
Luke Tan @ 67633248.
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