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FOREWORD

Dear parishioners of St Joseph,
Happy New Liturgical Year!

How apt it is to start our Catholic year with Advent, where we
prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus, our Lord. For it is
only with Jesus that we can face our future with hope, peace,
joy and love ~ the themes we celebrate on each of the four
Sundays in Advent. The beginning of a year thus offers us the
perfect time to root our resolutions and plans in Jesus as we
reflect on the past 12 months.

And what a year it has been, living with the COVID-19 pandemic! Whether it has
been in our personal lives or in the life of our parish, our plans have gone awry.
We've heard of families being separated, studies disrupted, and relationships put
on hold.

Looking back, we can take this as a wasted year that we can’t wait to see the end
of. But nothing is wasted with God. He makes all things good for those who love
Him (cf. Rom 8:28).

And what tremendous good has come out of the pandemic!

We’ve all heard heart-warming stories of the generosity and kindness of people
helping those in need. At St Joseph’s, we are thankful to the many parishioners and
friends who helped us to quickly put together our digital programmes such as online
Masses and prayer sessions, and manage our parish life within the restrictions
of the pandemic. Even Mother Earth had a respite from our pollution during the
lockdowns.

But the biggest learning is that anything can happen in this world and we need to
ask ourselves if we are ready to live the adventure of life that God has given to us.
Dare we take that leap of faith with Him? Can we see with greater clarity the hand
of God in the planned and unplanned events that happen to us?

2021 will also mark a milestone year for St Joseph’s Church as we celebrate the
175th year of the founding of our Church. By the providence of God, this year has
also been declared the Year of St Joseph. Look out for activities that we will be
organising during the course of the year.

May we all have a closer walk with Jesus in 2021!

God bless!

Fr Christopher Lee
Parish Priest
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Anniversary Logo
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The golden colour signifies the importance
of this milestone year

The circular design, like a wedding band,
depicts the perpetual vitality and never-
ending growth of the Church

The iconic building is featured as a
halimark of St Joseph’s Church

The lilies are an emblem of St Joseph
and a sign of chastity

The palms bear the meaning of
martyrdom

The saw and mallet - tools of our humble
carpenter - remind us of the simplicity of
the life of our Patron Saint

The Latin words aptly describe our Patron
Saint as “A Just Man, Son of David”
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Wishing all
Parishioners a very
; Happy, Holy and
Spirit-filled Christmas.
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Hallelujah! publication of St Joseph's Church (Bukit Timah);
and is for internal circulation only.

Please send correspondence to:
Our dear Sisters and Brothers, sjcpastoral@outiook.com

This year has been a very challenging one, due to COVID-19. We have had

to adapt to many changes and make many sacrifices. Despite all this, our Spiritual Directors:
faith has kept us strong. Fr Christopher Lee
Fr Peter Zhang
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our unsung heroes who
have given their time and t.alents to help keep our Masses going; and our Editorial:
operations afloat. Our special thanks to: Cecilia Lee
* The Mass Recording team who started from ground zero (using their Claudia Ng
own equipment) and have now gained experience to telecast our Masses Evelyn Lau
so professionally and yet at minimal cost to the Church; Joseph Edwin D'Cruz
Dr Rilly Ray

The Hospitality Ministry and the volunteers who have stepped forth to
ensure that we comply with the safe management measures so that our
Masses can continue;

Theresa Khoo
Thomas Audi Tan

Wendy Chan
The benefactors who have donated to the Church to help cover our Wilson Chew
expenses; Guest Editor:
. . . . Peter Ling
All those who have silently assisted in one way or another to keep things
going.
Photography:
We would also like to thank all parishioners for your patience and SJC Media Group
understanding and adapting to the many requirements laid down.
Printer:
Above all, we give our thanks to God for His many blessings and for the gift MontPrint Creative Services
of His only beloved Son, Jesus.
STAY CONNECTED

2 sjcpastoral@outlook.com
& stjoseph-bt.org.sg
K1 facebook.com/sjcbt

© SJC Bukit Timah

Live Recording of the Midnight Mass
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Priesthood Ordination of
Two Disciples of the Lord

e

x
:\“ On the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Monday 14
\ September 2020, Mark Ma Shuai (33) and Luke Zhang
Wei Gang (34) - members of the Congregation of the
Disciples of the Lord (CDD) - were ordained to the
ministerial priesthood.

The ordination liturgy took place at the Cathedral of
the Good Shepherd and was presided over by His
Grace, Archbishop William Goh.

(] -\_i * *! ‘\ 5
f| flao) 5 Despite COVID and the absence of the usual chanting
, | P of hymns and melodious liturgical music, the ordination
! %% : "\ Mass that day was solemn and uplifting.

Archbishop Goh's words of exhortation to the newly ordained

priests were also very moving and inspirational. The prelate

reminded them to always carry out the ministry of Christ the Priest
with “constant joy and genuine love”.

Newly ordained Fr Mark Ma, CDD (left) and
Fr Luke Zhang, CDD (right)

Fr Mark shared that he wishes to be a priest who will
“help people in their spiritual life, especially to help them pray”,
while Fr Luke shared that he hopes to be a priest who will be a

“true shepherd” to the flock of God.

When asked how he felt upon
receiving news that he would be
ordained, Fr Mark shared that
he was very excited because he
didn’t expect to be ordained as
a priest at this particular time,
but believed that this was part
of God’s plan for him to be a
witness for Him now.

Similarly, Fr Luke shared that he
too felt excited and glad when he
received news of the ordination.
However, his only regret was that
his parents and family members
could not be present to witness
the ceremony.
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As to the kind of priests which
they hope to be in the future, Fr
Mark shared that he wishes to
be a priest who will “help people
in their spiritual life, especially to
help them pray”, while Fr Luke
shared that he hopes to be a priest
who will be a “true shepherd” to
the flock of God.

Indeed, we are all truly grateful
that even with the onslaught
of the worldwide COVID-19
pandemic, God still provides
the pilgrim church with faithful
priests to help administer His
Word and Sacraments.

We thank God for the gift of
both these new priests and
also thank them for answering
the Lord’s call to serve.

Their witness is a sign of joyful
hope and an invitation to us
to put our faith into action in
serving God and our sisters and
brothers everywhere.
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'LITURGICAL
(Lourdes Joseph)

. Altar Servers
(Sunset /9 am
11 am / 5.30 pm)

. EMHC
(Sunset / 9 am
11 am / 5.30 pm)

. Lectors

. Choirs
(Sunset / 9 am
11 am/5.30 pm
Little Praisers)

. Hospitality
(Sunset /9 am
11 am / 5.30 pm)

. AVA
(Sunset / 9 am
11 am / 5.30 pm)

 FAVTH FORMATION

(0lana Ho)
1.CGS

2. Pri Catechism
3. Sec Catechism
4.RCIA

5. Bible Study

6. Meditation

Services:

1. Infant Baptism
(POC : Parish Secretary)

Categorisation of Ministries

Ministries in
St Joseph’s Church Bukit Timah

1.SSVP

2. Parish Befriender 2. NCC

3.'Pastoral Care
(POC: Parish Secretary)

4. Sodality

5.LOM
{Monday/Thursday)

3. GLAD

In the Pipeline:
Young Adults

6. Divine Mercy

Services:

1. Canteen

2. Drinks

3. Floral Team

4. Adoration Cleaning
5. Estate Maintenance

6. Funeral Ministry
(POLC: Parish Adminlstrator)

7. Legal Clinic
{POC: Parish Administrator)

8. Gardening

It might surprise you that we have
some 50 ministries, rendering
services from faith formation to
family life to pastoral services.

The harvest is plenty but the
labourers are few, so if you feel
called to serve, please reach out
to the respective Ministry Heads

. HEE

. EEREH

. MREER
. ERRE

. IBss4

. R

. BAREE

. ELHHEME
(hER)

9. MEERA

10. isERE
"M.Z8%F

12. W ERLEHAL DA
13. 82&8HE

14. 818
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1. Bulletin

2. Carpenter

3. Website

4. Photography

5. Art Ministry

i
i

Post-COVID, we will be rejuvenating our

whose contact details are on the
church website.

The Church cannot stand without
the support of various Ministries
who help to make the Mass possible
and build a community that we can
call our own.

Ministries and calling for membership,
so come and play a part in building our
Church and serving our Community.

“‘Ministry” is from the Greek word
diakoneo, meaning “to serve” or
douleuo, meaning “to serve as a
slave.” This call to serve takes as
its example Jesus who washed his
disciples’ feet as a symbol of humility.
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PARISH UPDATES y

English RCIA 2019-2020:
Sacraments of Initiation

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there was no grand
celebration for the Sacraments of Initiation for the
RCIA 2019-2020 Elects at the Easter Vigil Mass.

Thankfully the Rite of Election for our Catechumens was held in
our Church on 1 March 2020 before the suspensions kicked in.

With the gradual resumption of religious activities, the long
awaited Sacraments of Initiation was eventually celebrated on
Monday, 10 August 2020. A total of 29 elects were baptized,
5 candidates were received and 2 were confirmed. This was
divided over two sessions to adhere to the number of persons
permitted at each event.

Fr Christopher Lee celebrated the first session at 9am and
Fr Peter Zhang presided at the second session at 12pm.

Despite being a quiet ceremony, the occasion was kept simple
yet beautiful. Let us warmly welcome all our Brothers & Sisters
who are newly baptized, received and confirmed into the family
of St Joseph’s Church (Bukit Timah).

6 =+ Christmas Edition, December 2020
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2020 Day of Recollection

Strengthening the Community in light of COVID
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All of us, including the
Church, have to accept
and adapt to a new
normal. There is no
going back to old ways.
This pandemic serves as
a valuable opportunity

for pastoral conversion.

(e R
Held on 14 November 2020,
the Day of Recollection led by
Fr Gerard Louis, CSsR and Fr
Terence Wee, CSsR took place
virtually.

The discussion included the
mission of the parish, ministries,
neighbourhood groups, the
family and the individual in the
post COVID-19 church.

Fr Terence Kkickstarted the
session and focused on how
we can live out our faith during
these challenging COVID
times. Fr Gerard continued the
session by touching on what the
parish needs to do differently in
order to bring our families back
to the Church.

There was active participation
from the attendees and many
shared their thoughts and views
on the matter.

Participants of the
2020 Day of Recollection

This year, All Souls Day took a different format due to COVID.
Regardless, it was a poignant ceremony to remember the souls of all

our dearly departed loved ones.

The Mass was livestreamed from The Chapel of the Resurrection

and was followed by the blessing of the columbarium. Petitions were
received online and offered during the Mass. The day ended with
prayers led by the Divine Mercy Prayer group.

Those wishing to relive the occasion can still view the video at this

link: https://youtu.be/IfD4P2Wy4dno
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Lectors’ Day of
Recollection

The Lectors' Ministry which serves at the
weekend English masses, is a family of
about 30 odd members. Each of us serves
at 2 masses monthly on average. We meet
fortnightly on Friday evenings to share
and reflect on the Word of God, using
the upcoming weekend's readings and
taking turns to 'practise read' the readings
to tackle the technicalities (articulation,
pronunciation, tone, etc). Even though
most of us have to come after a workday,
tired and hungry, we still continue to do it
as we clearly understand the need to keep
growing in God's Word and to prepare well
for our service to God and His people at
each mass.

In the midst of all that is happening around
us, we recently managed to have our annual
Day of Recollection on 21 November 2020
led by Friar Joseph Nathan.

With God's grace and the assistance
from the parish team, we had a fruitful
Recollection with Friar Joe leading us
through our reflection with questions that
got us thinking why we decided to serve as
a lector in the first place. One very good
point for reflection that struck most of us
was how we are constantly undergoing
training and learning in other aspects of our
lives willingly but feel that we need not do
the same in our ministry as a lector.

The lectors who attended the Day of
Recollection felt that it provided a good
grounding to the responsibility, character
and faith seeking qualities of a lector and
a timely reminder of why we chose to be a
lector in the first place.

We look forward to continually serving God
and His people in St Joseph’s Church (BT).

8 + Christmas Edition, December 2020

2020 was a challenging year for all of us. Due to the
pandemic, catechism sessions were held on ZOOM.
The annual First Holy Communion celebration,
which was supposed to be celebrated on the Feast
of Corpus Christi in June, had to be postponed too.

The celebration for a total of 82 children had to be
split into three separate Masses on 21 November.

Nevertheless, the First Holy Communion
celebration was a success and we thank
everyone who was involved in it.
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“
Charles and Kirsten Lim share their experience of being re-energized in their love for
God and one another.

The Couple Empowerment Programme (CEP) that was
launched in August 2019 in St Joseph’s Church has proved to
be a turning point for many families, including our own. It was
a spiritual awakening to the understanding of the sacrament
of marriage and the response needed to grow deeper in love
with God and one another.

Bernard and Ying Thio, the main presenters of the programme,
took 42 couples from St Joseph'’s and other parishes through a
Christ-centred 10-session journey of rediscovery and revisiting
what we thought we already knew about being married. Some of
the paces we were brought through included the understanding
of our family of origins, the importance of still having “dates”
even though we were married, and the importance of sharing
honest feelings and listening to one another.

It not only changed our own perception of our own families but
also opened our eyes for the need of a community of families
coming together to break the Word and share lives. The CEP
team were testament to that. Never complaining and always
giving, they were living up to the Lord’s invitation to us at the
end of Mass to “glorify the Lord by our lives”. Week in and
week out, they served us as facilitators, as servers of food,
tended to logistics and literally showed us how families can
support families.

As a newly-formed community in St Joseph, we are grateful
for the opportunity to experience this love. In turn, we want to
share this life-changing experience with others. In His time and
by His will, may we be able to build a community of families
supporting one another in St Joseph’s Church too.

it not only changed our own
perception of our own families
but also opened our eyes for
the need of a community of
families coming together to
break the Word and
share lives.
e e S S — | |
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FEATURE ON FAMILY S

A reflection on family relationships through the
finding of Jesus at the temple

We are often filled with, and motivated by, many desires. They pull us in
many directions and guide many of our choices. In the Bible, Genesis
tells us that God gave us everything He created and that we would
be perfectly happy dwelling in His presence and following His ways.
However, our first parents, Adam and Eve, chose to fill themselves
with the lies of Satan. They had a deep desire which only God can
fulfil , but they thought God a liar and they chose to believe Satan. God
warned that they would ‘certainly die’ (Gen 2:17) if they disobeyed Him
and they really did die. They died a spiritual death, where they were
separated from the deep and intimate union they had with God. This is
worse than physical death. So much can be affected by following our
malformed desires and not properly ordering them to God.

In our family lives, both children and parents, too, are motivated by
many desires. We both want the best but often these desires come
into conflict. Parents may think their children do not know what’s best
for themselves and that they alone have the answers. Children too are
often motivated by their own desires and wants. They want to have
fun and enjoy life. Older children want to be independent, which can
frequently lead to disagreements.

Amidst all this confusion of competing desires, let us look at the story
of Jesus in the temple as a guide. Jesus is found missing after the
Passover feast and Mary’s first question coming from a place of deep
concern is, ‘Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and |
have been anxiously searching for you' (Luke 2:48). Presuming that
Mary and Joseph had previously instructed Jesus to stay close to
them, they had hoped that Jesus would be obedient to their wishes.
They were motivated by a desire to protect their son.

L)

Jesus is pointing to the
fact that our desires
and longings can only be
fulfilled in God’s house
and not through our own
manipulations.

Jesus, however, responds by saying
‘Why were you searching for me?
Didn’'t you know | had to be in my
Father’s house?’ (Luke 2:49). Jesus
is an example for us here. His only
desire is to dwell in God’s presence. |t
might seem rude that Jesus is telling
his parents there is another ‘Father’s
house’ apart from their own. But
fundamentally, Jesus is pointing to the
fact that our desires and longings can
only be fulfilled in God's house and
not through our own manipulations.
There really is no other place to
be than in the Father’s house and
dwelling in God'’s presence.

As the psalmist cries, ‘For better is one
day in Your courts than a thousand
elsewhere’ (Psalm 84:10), so there is
an infinite longing for God within us.
This cannot be satisfied by forcing
down our ideals on others, by trying
to savour the best the world can offer
us or even by ignoring or suppressing
the longing. We are children of Adam
and Eve, but let us not follow our first
parents in desiring something other
than God. Let us follow the example
of the child Jesus and always say,

‘l had to be in my Father’s house.’
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Spiritual Infection During COVID-19 Pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic has surprisingly
been a blessing for me.

| actually developed spiritually after the
cancellation of masses from 15 February, and
during the virus ‘circuit breaker’ between 7 April
to 1 June 2020.

Firstly, digital access meant that | could attend
daily masses in different cities. Since weekday
mass was available in the afternoon at the
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd in Singapore,
| sometimes followed earlier online masses
streamed by St Barnabas Parish in Chicago;
Holy Family Church in Doveton, Melbourne;
National Catholic Broadcasting Corporation in
Ontario; St Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne;
and St Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney. Through
the St Mary’s mass, | learned that Mother Mary
has been the Patroness of Australia for 200
years! However, my favourite daily mass site
is from the Doveton parish, whose link | have
shared with fellow lectors in St Joseph’s Church
and Novena Church.

Secondly, | developed a greater interest in
Marian apparitions around the world. It was
fascinating to learn from The Miracle Hunter
website a list of Our Lady’s appearances from
the year 40 A.D. to the 20th Century. | had
been more familiar with Marian apparitions in
Guadalupe, Lourdes, Fatima and Medjugorje,
so it was an eye-opener to learn about Asian
apparitions, such as in Akita, Japan.

Thirdly, | expanded my spiritual knowledge
of Genesis patriarchs from Adam to Jacob;
genealogy of Jesus from Abraham to Joseph;
and the timeline of Popes from St Peter to Pope
Francis. | had a better context of Noah (10th
generation after Adam) and Abraham (20th
generation after Adam).

Fourthly, | gained from watching Christian
movies about Christ, St Peter, St Paul, St
Patrick, St Augustine, Padre Pio and Ruth, the
great grandmother of King David. | watched
‘The Story of Ruth’ twice as | was really
intrigued by how the pagan priestess became
a Christian convert (and eventual author of the
‘Book of Ruth'’ in the Old Testament).

Hence, | will remember COVID-19 as my
spiritual infection of a more Christ-like life!

Peter Ling (Lector, St Joseph’s Church)
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PANDEMIC BLESSINGS

Count Your Blessings

In the midst of the pandemic, we trust that God has His plan and will see us through.
Our parishioners have come forward to share their silver linings during this period.

“Who is my Neighbour?”

Just to share that through this pandemic, | have learnt to share
food with my neighbour. My immediate neighbour is a Muslim family.
They are struggling even before the pandemic.

It all started when we bought a whole honeydew melon. | realised
thatit's too much for us. While my husband was giving my neighbour's
grandchildren chocolates as usual, a sudden thought came to me....
share with them the fruit. From then on, we have been sharing with
them fruits, canned food, rice etc. We have been neighbours for
more than 10 years, yet it took a pandemic for us to learn about
sharing food with our Muslim brothers and sisters.

We may be of a different race, a different faith....in the eyes of
God, we are all God's children.

In everything that happens, God has His Plan. | firmly
believe that.

During this circuit breaker period, | have come to
appreciate what God had intended for me. Having been in
the workforce for 30 years, my focus had always been on my
career. God has given me this reprieve to spend time with
my family - in the peace and solitude of our home, we now
have time to share a family meal together and pray together.
Being able to “sleep in” is also an added bonus.

| thank God for keeping my family safe, but at the same
time, | am also humbled by the many heroes who have been
risking themselves for others. We will pray for them daily that
they and their families too will be safe.

Parishioner of St Joseph's Church, 12 May 2020 Parishioner of St Joseph’s Church, 15 May 2020

Alas, half a year has gone by. Almost every continent has been hit
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

People who have been afflicted are suffering and so are the
rest of us. It has affected everyone, either physically, emotionally or
financially. It is sad.

But upon reflection, it could be a blessing in disguise. God has
given us this 'break’ for us to ponder over why this is happening.
To take things slow and reflect on how we can improve. We tend
to take things for granted: our family, friends and most of all, God.

Now, with this pandemic still ongoing, we have come to realise
the importance of family and friends. We cannot meet our loved
ones who do not live with us. Worst of all, we miss attending Mass
and receiving the Holy Eucharist. We miss God terribly.... there is
something missing in our life.

Fortunately for technology, we can still see and talk to our loved
ones, friends and best of all, still hear the word of God through live
streaming of Masses. Although we can't receive Him sacramentally,
we can still do it spiritually. We have to continue to pray and ask our
Lord to help us fight on against this COVID-19.

As for me, | count my blessings that | can feel God watching over
me and my family. | am very thankful for all His blessings. | have
learnt to appreciate God more during this period which leads to my
praying the Rosary more often and reading the Bible (something
which | didn't have much time for earlier) and treasuring my family
even more, with this 'extra’ time given, bonding with them. This
will now be the new 'normal' for me. All said and done, | hope this
pandemic blows over quickly and everything goes back to normalcy.
I miss seeing all my sisters and brothers in Christ.

When Mass resumes, | hope all of us, Hospitality members, will
continue to serve the Lord, wholeheartedly with love and gusto. May
He continue to give us His guidance in serving His people.

Stay vigilant, safe and healthy always.

Paul Teo, 24 May 2020

12 == Christmas Edition, December 2020

It's really difficult to think about blessings when the
whole world is filled with dreaded news and reports of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Information of new infections, death
toll statistics, what to do, what not to do efc., are flowing in
and then the unprecedented announcement of the closure
of places of worship added fuel to the fire. Is anyone even
being optimistic and counting our Lord's blessing in this
atmosphere of fear?

The answer may seem ‘No'. However, reality kicked in
and people started to experience change in their lifestyles
for good. In the past, five hours of sleep daily used to be
the norm. But now, it has increased to seven (some even
taking naps in the afternoon). The dream of attending mass
together as a whole family had become a reality due to the
online streaming of Mass with the help of the Archdiocese.
Family time, which was a rarity for us (since most of us were
overseas), had suddenly become a daily thing. Nothing else
seemed necessary, when there were cooking competitions,
board games, exercise, movie times, online classes, online
catechism, online retreat and the list goes on. Everything
was happening in our family. Of course, this was only made
possible because of the sacrifices and selflessness of the
workers and medical staff who are fighting the battle in the
frontline. May God bless them and their families abundantly.

My family too, had our share of worries. Since | was in
China where the disease was peaking, | had to go for self-
quarantine after my return. Every one of those 14 days was
filled with anxiety. Not too long later, our son and daughter
returned from overseas with a mandatory SHN, while
waiting for the test results at the same time. In the end, we
could just say that it has been the Lord’s blessing that we
are safe from the virus.

Jose and Nyttle




UNITED IN PRAYER
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Keeping the Faith \
What we once took for granted in being around one another is now a challenge to achieve ‘
in a world with COVID-19. During this time of physical separation, it is more important |
|

than ever to stay connected as a family in God. Amid this time of trial, our community
continued to “get together” virtually, keeping the faith through prayers.

Meetings
via Zoom

Our Tamil
Speaking
Commumty

Catechesis
of the
Good

Shepherd
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UNITED IN PRAYER

Rosary Devotion and Novena

In anticipation that the annual procession for the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary
could not take place in 2020, a novena was initiated that culminated on the Feast
day on Wednesday, 7 October. The Rosary was led by the various Ministries in the
Parish and also with the involvement of the SFXMS seminarians and the religious
communities in our midst.

“I am the Lady of the Rosary
| want you to continue
praying the Rosary every day.”

6th apparition of Our Lady of Fatima
October 13, 1917

@; &dw, lﬁﬂw%ﬁ (f/l%f;y

WEEK  LEADS THEMES
1 Prayer Groups: LOM, Divine Mercy Employment and Careers
Ministries: Lectors, EMHC, Hospitality, AV Family Harmony
Ministries: Choirs and Altar Servers All Souls
Ministries: Catechists (CGS, Pri, Sec) and RCIA For our Students
Seminarians Promulgation of the Faith
Ministries: SSVP, Canteen, PBG, GLAD, Pastoral Care, ACT Economy
Ministries: Youth, NCC, Media Healthcare Professionals and Frontline Personnel
International Communities For Foreigners and Migrants
Religious Promotion of the Family Rosary

O 00 ~N & 2w

Week 5:
Rosary Devotion
Led by our SFX Seminarians
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ADVENT 2020

The Advent season looked very different this year and we had to celebrate Advent
in a modified manner. But the season was still celebrated in meaningful ways.

IS
J.lﬂvem H(‘IIBCIIOHS i RS - Precious Lord, as | embrace this Advent season,

please open my eyes to see the great value and S
¥irvl Yanday ol Advent e blessing of your incarnation at Christmas. !
\.I:T:.:L:‘“::.«.?;"::Iu:'::‘;. . A el desire to see, understand and experience the |
i : Ml profound effects that incarnation has on my life
and | desire to receive those effects more fully
this Advent. May | become a sanctuary in which
you dwell so that |, like your mother, may bring
our presence into the world. Amen!

!llJI.J;- ‘I

From the Latin word Adventus, meaning
“coming,” Advent is marked in the four
weeks leading to Christmas. It is a time to
remember that Jesus promised to come
again.

] 3“1 Sundayof Advant ” Sunda_y of Joy ] FrfPeterZhang - _ During Advent, the priests and religious led

_f4th sunﬂgy of Advent Sunﬂhy of Love 'B__l-'__o__. _D_..gml__tilrr__: pCrl?r}il:tﬁ aasnd reflections, to prepare us for

Lighting a candle in the
darkness is a powerful
symbol of hope.

Throughout the
Advent season,
families were
encouraged to make
their own family
wreath.

During Advent
Reflection, the families
simultaneously lit
their Advent Wreath
when the priest lit
the Advent Wreath in
Church.

— =
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